KIIIKES' HANDBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY. [FEB. continuing the use of the word in this connection. A concise and useful account of the discovery of the circulation will be found of value, for the student of the present day, amongst the multiplicity of facts and subjects which he has to get into his head, is too apt to forget the historical side of the subject.
The cause of the second sound of the heart is ascribed to the closure of the semilunar valves. This is not so. It is due to their stretching. In this important matter no reference is made to Ceradini, who worked out this subject most thoroughly. Indeed, from the statements made, the author seems to be quite ignorant of Ceradini's work. In speaking of the cause of the first sound of the heart, the names of Ludwig and Dogiel, and their experiment to prove that the contraction of the muscular fibres of the heart is largely concerned in its production, are omitted.
No mention is made of the effects of poisons, e.g. atropine, on the heart and its nerves; and all the manifold considerations about blood-pressure cannot be said to be very well done.
Dae prominence is given to Hunter's experiments on the arteries. In the test for bile pigments, nitric acid is recommended. Now, it must be impure HNO5, i.e., containing nitrous acid. The act of defecation is very imperfectly described.
The changes which the lymph undergoes in passing through lymphatic glands might have been more fully given. The effects of influence of the nervous system on the spleen is omitted* Fig.   188 , of a mucous gland, is extremely poor ; especially misleading is the appearance of the plug of mucus at its orifice.
In estimating the amount of solid matter in urine, the formula, We have endeavoured to point out some imperfections, and offered some suggestions which, we trust, will be found serviceable.
This book, however, has always been conspicuous on account of the fluent style in which it is written ; and the student, notwithstanding the above detractions, will find it a book of considerable service to him.
